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Beginning in 2004 the PAPA project conducted GBBisted excavations in the poorly
understood area directly west of the Akapana Pytadhat was previously conceived of as an open
space without an assigned function (figure 1.1e fdlnd the activity in this area to be more varied
and complex than we had anticipated, and the resradiamall-scale domestic contexts, large paved
plazas, and previously unknown monumental strustwere located by our excavations. Because of
the interest these initial excavations generatedgontinued our investigations of this locationingr
the 2005 field season. Through these excavatmns)nderstanding of this area was greatly expanded
upon and we are now beginning to understand how\bkition of this area relates to the broader site
wide changes seen elsewhere at Tiwanaku’s monuheeméa To put it more directly, we believe that
the region to the west of the Akapana and southePutuni Complex was subject to the same pattern
of building, transition, and abandonment seen thinout Tiwanaku.

The archaeology to the west of the Akapana is ¢ieatpd and intriguing. Although it appears
as if the task of interpreting this area has oa$f pegun, much can be said at this point. THeestr
evidence of occupation of this area dates to thiyy Havanaku 1V period (ca. A.D. 400 — 600) based
on ceramic evidence. At this time several modesteastic areas existed within the research area.
During or directly after the transition to the Latevanaku IV (ca. A.D. 600 — 800), the domestic
contexts were removed and the first of several esipa pebble plazas was constructed. Unlike the
area to the east of the Akapana that experiencgcoe plaza construction event (VRANICH
CHAPTER NUMBER), the area to the west was resudanemerous times. These surfaces were
constructed out of varying sizes of gavel mixed seémi-compact matrices. Based on the high quality
of artifacts associated with these plazas andatiedf corresponding structures we speculate that
space to the west of the Akapana served as sormefsipen staging area from the Late Tiwanaku 1V
up until the site's abandonment. The collectioaroéshed ceramics from these surfaces closely
resemble the assemblages recovered from the Akagyaamid as described by Sonia Alconini (1995)
which indicates that there may have been extemgiva activity in this area. These plazas were
drained by Tiwanaku's extensive conduit network.

Also located during our investigations was a moental structure excavated by Maeve
Skidmore. This structure was implied by the toppgsabut never before formally investigated. Based
upon onsite pottery analysis this platform was tmiesed in the Late Tiwanaku 1V period and then
heavily looted for stones at some point afterwattieppears as if the building fell into disusel anay
have even been dismantled during the transitiom fitee Late Tiwanaku IV to the Tiwanaku V period
(ca. A.D. 800-1150) as the removal of stones sedmbd systematic in nature and related to possible
termination events. It was during this transitibat various artifacts were placed upon the opeaneir
surface in a similar manner to what Couture and@gkndentified as termination offerings in their
excavations to the west of the Putuni. It is uncheaw this ruined building related to the large lpleb
plazas that extended to the east of it.

UnitsL-14, L-23, and L-24: Early Householdsto Public Plazas

During the Early Tiwanaku IV period, the majoraf Tiwanaku's population lived within the



roughly 1 kilometer square of the site’s core. Thee of this period was very different place than
what we see today: the Akapana and Putuni didxist,&nd in the general vicinity of our area of
study, the Kheri Kala was in use. At this timeosngstic area, part of which was located in the feme
by 5 meter unit L-14, was in use. This contextuded a small hearth on a compacted surface (figure
1.2). The hearth was semicircular in shape witlassnciated hearthstones. An extended period of
firing, apparently from wood fuel, caused muchh# hearth matrix to bake into a bright orange color
Utilitarian pottery, some camelid bones and a maare recovered from the surface associated with
the hearth. An east-west laying extended adulabwas located beneath the surface. Although only
the legs were visible within the unit, it is cleéhat this individual was associated with the domest
surface and was most likely buried beneath thettre in which he or she had once lived.

This same domestic occupation level extended nantiisvinto unit L-24 where we recorded a
small midden filled with household refuse. Thisimxt is comparable to a higher-status domest& are
uncovered to the west of the Putuni, in particalafay platform with associated middens and domesti
wares (B.P. 1560 £ 25, from Couture and Sampec:230). As the Putuni had not yet been built,
Couture and Sampeck suggested that the contextéoiteted might have been associated with Kheri
Kala or Kalasasaya function, perhaps housing retsiar pilgrims. The domestic areas we uncovered
may have served the same purpose but, as Tiwarsakndt yet become a large metropolitan center,
we raise the possibility that our contexts repreasanndependent household. The small scale of the
domestic area’s features and the presence ofrif@essubsurface internment support this suggestion.
As it stands, we have only caught a glimpse oty occupation of this area. Further investigatio
of this period is warranted.

During the late Tiwanaku IV period (ca. A.D. 60860) the area in question experienced a
major shift in function. At this time the entirere of Tiwanaku appears to have been reorganized
including razing the domestic contexts to the satitthe Putuni complex (Couture and Sampeck
2003). The site of Tiwanaku appears to have gnapidly and for the first time residential complexe
are seen outside of the 1 km site core (Kolata 2C08ture 2003, Janusek 2003, Janusek 2004). Itis
possible that the people living in our area were@aoout wards into this growing periphery and their
small-scale habitation demolished, effectively remg this valuable area at the center of the exipgnd
metropolis for other uses. The area, now cleafelbmestic habitation, became a paved open space
for ceremonial or ritual activity.

Thus in the Late Tiwanaku IV period large plazasimof pebbles were constructed to the west
of the Akapana. As can be seen particularly wellnit L-14, these plazas we often resurfaced and
new pebble layers were placed directly upon olaesdfigure 1.3). This is in contrast to the PAPA
project’s findings to the east of the Akapana wlaarly one expansive plaza was constructed over the
whole area and no new surfaces were built upoRaich of these superimposed plaza surfaces yielded
a similar artifact assemblage and though reasoreédyn, they each contained a formidable amount of
broken polychromes along with a very high numbenradecorated ceramics. Also recovered were
large amounts of camelid bones, many of which wghepartially articulated though strewn directly
upon the floors. Special finds include copper piipsand earplugs with copper inlay, pigment ih al
shades, and several small gold bangles. It is the&this area was no longer used for private
residences or low-level activity, and though spatwué, we think this area might represent a tempora
staging area for a variety of ritual or functiomaativities at a prime location near the city's isipg
monuments. Ceramic analysis from this period seéernenfirm this hypothesis. The lack of any
walls or other building elements in this area majicate that any structures at this location were
temporary in nature further supporting the idethete large plazas as versatile outdoor spaces.

Also notable was a north-south oriented subterradeainage conduit that was uncovered in
unit L-24 (figure 1.4). The conduit’s constructimmsembles that of the secondary canals locatéeto
west of the Putuni complex (Couture and SampecB237). It consisted of reused blocks of varying
size and shape and the base of the conduit's insiddined with clay. The conduit was



contemporaneous with a pebble plaza and disturlsandie plaza’s matrix may indicate maintenance
operations while it was in use. After the condugtsvopened and reburied, the pebble plaza surfage wa
restored, though this restoration work was of legseality than the rest of the surface. This plaza

also identified in units L-14 and L-23 but, as shugface in question was only partially excavated in
these units, the conduit was not seen.

The Tiwanaku IV to Tiwanaku V transition was a orggite wide event that was clearly visible
in our excavations. To the west of the Putuni tthesition was marked by a variety of termination
offerings excavated by Couture and Sampeck (2083228). Several contexts in our research area
closely resemble these Putuni Complex offeringsappkar to be related as they date to the same time
period. The final Late Tiwanaku IV plaza to belbun our research area was detected in all thfee o
the units excavated there. In unit L-14 threemstpiles of mica temper were placed upon theglaz
floor along with several ceramic-shaping toolssa\located on this floor was a deposit of blue
pigment placed in a small cavity dug into the stefand covered with half of a camelid ribcage.
Couture has noted that mica temper, pigment, attérgashaping tools have been located in sub floor
offerings in and around the Putuni (Couture persoommunication). The floor was then resurfaced
with the new plaza floor’s fill resting directly ap and covering the apparent offerings.

In unit L-23 this same Late Tiwanaku IV pebble flezas closed with two offerings placed
directly upon its surface. The first consistecdafisarticulated collection of human bones inclgdin
skullcap, several mandible fragments and over dthfenixed with camelid bone fragments. This
collection is comparable to the disarticulated harsieeletal remains excavated again by Couture and
Sampeck in contexts to the west of the Putuni.nijue context located on the same surface as the
human remains was a carefully arranged pile ofeé8 datlers (figure 1.5). The rounded tips of these
antlers indicate that they were probably lithicghg tools that were in a usable state. Antlees ar
comparatively rare at Tiwanaku and the depositioa fonctional toolkit would have been a significan
offering. As seen in L-14, the surface that thestential termination offerings rested upon was
covered by the fill for the subsequent plaza’s tmrsion, sealing the two contexts.

In L-24, the termination of the use of the sul&eean conduit was accompanied by a ceramic
jar containing blue pigment that was found directhpn the same final Tiwanaku IV plaza surface as
the previously discussed contexts. Within the samagix as this jar we recovered copious amounts of
andesite and basalt dust. It is possible that stéorehe construction of the nearby Putuni (begit A.

D. 800, roughly contemporaneous with this surfaeee finely finished in this area. As the Tiwanaku
V plaza that was constructed above this surfagdaldied no disturbances resulting from canal repairs
it appears as if the canal was no longer activedintained after the transition from Late Tiwanaki |
though it had not been filled in with soil.

After the Tiwanaku IV to Tiwanaku V transitionyége pebble plazas with high concentrations
of fine polychromes and other high end artifactsenstill constructed and utilized to the southhsf t
Putuni complex, which had been built by this tinke.L-14 and extending into L-24 a large and well-
made pebble plaza from this time period was dis@tlieIn L-14 the plaza was modified after initial
construction by the addition of an adobe surfaeg ¢hit into and extended the pebble floor. Ihis t
adobe surface that covered the mica piles andaimeled ribcage/pigment cut. In L-24, five finely
carved stone blocks were uncovered in associatitinthis plaza. Two north-south oriented blocks
and three east-west oriented blocks were placadight angle and resembled a corner of the baae of
wall, though no indication of higher courses orla@melts were present. The potential wall does not
appear to have delineated indoor and outdoor spatiee same pebble plaza surface was detected on
both sides. There is no further evidence for th@inaation of this wall it is unclear what purpdkese
stones served.

In unit L-23 another pebble plaza was construtitaticovered the whole unit. This surface
appears to have been roughly contemporaneous hasie tseen in units L-14 and L-24, though the
previously mentioned adobe surface was confindd1d. It is beneath this surface that the dedeant



and the fragmentary human remains were placecer &fts plaza was constructed, an east/west
oriented adobe wall was built upon the floor. Wadl did not have a stone foundation and was almost
completely ruined by the melting of the adobe IsicKhis wall may have been accompanied by an
extremely ruined adobe surface placed on the pdlaaeto the south, though it is possible that the
adobe detected in this area represents wall riiéke area around the wall appears to have beenlyeavi
used and eventually both the floor and the mekadains of the wall itself became covered in
successive layers of artifact heavy soil. Polyoles and camelid bones were found in abundance and
this artifact assemblage continued to be presethisrarea after the wall was ruined. It coulctHoest
during at this time the plaza in units L-14 and4.#ere kept clean by sweeping refuse southwards
onto unit L-23.

Based on their excavations, Couture and Samp&€k3(234-236) suggest that food and drink
were prepared and stored inside the building coxbley excavated to the west of the Putuni, but
found no evidence of the consumption of this fodde believe that the open gravel plazas located to
the south of the Putuni Complex may corresponti¢sd large kitchen areas. The great amount of
smashed ceramics and the large camelid cuts resbi@m the plaza surfaces as well as their
proximity to the Putuni kitchens support this hypegis. We envision these plazas as congregation
areas related to site-wide activity not unlike wba be seen at Tiwanaku today (figure 1.6). Rurin
Willkakuti, the Aymara New Year, modern Tiwanakwans under the weight of thousands of revelers
and pilgrims. On the street leading to the sitgpbe purchase food, drink and coca from temporary
stands while they wait for the festivities to begBefore the site gates are opened, the visit@shm
themselves against the fence and spill out ontél@henuseum parking lot awaiting entry and thetsta
of ceremonies in honor of Willkatata, Father Sarthie Kalasasaya. After the sun is greeted, afig¢h
attending stager out of the temple to the museukirgalot, the road, and the modern town plaza for
more food, drink and revelry. It is not at all @asonable to imagine that the plazas uncoveredby o
excavation served a similar function at ancientariaku. The lack of permanent structure, the attifa
assemblages, and indeed the very location of #maplin relation to the site’s monumental
constructions add credence to this vision. If modéwanaku can be used as an indicator, we imagine
it was quite a party.

We believe that these surfaces represented aismgmtilaspect of Tiwanaku function as the
plazas were clearly important enough to be repaemnstructed, and reutilized over an extended
time. Further investigation is needed to explbeetioundaries of these plazas and their possible
relations to the Putuni Complex. Archaeobotarécal faunal analysis will no doubt provide helpful
insights. Excavation is needed to probe the esntiecupation levels of this area. Though ouraege
is at an early stage, we believe that the existehcemplicated and large plaza spaces to the gfest
the Akapana is rather exciting.

UnitsL-9, L-11, and L-13: A Monumental Structure Dismantled

Excavation in units L9 and 11 undertaken by Maekidr8ore during the 2004 field season
revealed the eastern wall of a 40 x 50m structuedipted by the GPR survey. Although only a 2
meter stretch of the structures andesite foundationmes remained, it was clear from the basal
moldings on their surfaces that the stones wout# drave supported masonry above. Intact, the wall
would have retained a reddish fill to the easingdo create a platform into which several cuhst®
were set. Inconsistencies in the fill indicatet ihanay have been added by the “basket load”, a
construction technique described by Janusek amieBain the platform of the Putuni and very similar
to the fill placed in layers at the Pumapunku (\chnpersonal communication).

Other worked andesite stones in a variety of shapd sizes were scattered in the vicinity and
it was clear that the structure had been systealtidismantled, most likely at some time during or
after the Late Tiwanaku IV to Tiwanaku V transiti@md its stones hauled off for subsequent building



projects. Among the stones abandoned after didemaent was a monolithic andesite pillar or lintel,
nearly 2 meters tall. Abutting the wall to the wiay an open court area with a gravel floor. W fe
centimeters off of the southernmost foundationstaman approximately meter-square area, this floo
changed to a flagstone pavement (figure 1.7). Wudad been a victim of stone robbing and its
original extent is unclear. Similar pavement hasn described in other structures within the
monumental core, including areas of the Putunifkeapana, both of which have been dated toward
the later end of the Tiwanaku trajectory. Whilendy be presumptuous to consider such pavement
diagnostic of the Late Tiwanaku IV period, its gmese does suggest to us that we are dealing with a
structure from around that time.

More shaped andesite stones were uncovered inéhtaced to investigate the northern
limits of the structure. No masonry was definettsithese too had been disturbed, though in this
instance the cause of the disturbance seemedftorhbanodern looting. The presence of stones solely
in the southwestern part of the trench may indidaé they once made up the corner of a wall, as a
construction fill was found not only to the eastt borth of them as well. The reddish fill was gamn
to that found in the south, though more homogeneé&xsavations below the fill showed that it had a
depth of 25cm and had been laid above an extefespee of ash to the east and a compact clay floor t
the west, bordered on its northern edge by ansiveicanal from a later period. Where the ash and
floor met a shallow burial had been cut and theaiamof a flexed adult with a modified skull lay
facing west (figure 1.8). This internment is imt@ast with the burials in the Late Tiwanaku IV (ca
A.D. 600 — 800) mortuary complex located to the Wishe Putuni as the body was not placed in a
bell-shaped or shaft tomb and no grave goods veex@vered (Couture and Sampeck 2003:238-243).
This burial more closely resembles those that Geund Sampeck identify as being part of the
termination process of the structures to the weteoPutuni. This individual may have been irgdrr
in dedication to the building before constructi@ghn or perhaps during the building's terminatioth a
dismantling.

At present, much of the structure remains unexealvahd more work will be required to
determine the full form of the building and exaature of its use. The west side of the building
remains untouched and the eastern limits of thawated platform have yet to be defined. We can
draw some limited comparisons to the Putuni, fotagely a platform of red fill retained by ashlar
masonry surrounding an interior courtyard is resgant of this structure. We postulate that likee th
Putuni this structure had a ceremonial functionrhate extensive excavation is required to identify
what that function was as well as how this struenetated to the pebble plazas that extended odtwar
to its east.

UnitsL-7 and L-28: Stone working to Public Space

The preliminarily identified Early Tiwanaku IV ogpations in units L-7 and L-28 were
characterized by domestic space that was remirtis¢esimilar contexts recovered in units L-14, L;23
and L-24 to the north. In L-28, a deep midden dairig household refuse (including burnt utilitarian
ceramics and camelid bones) was excavated apprtetynid Ocm below the modern surface, and in L-
7, an assortment of burnt artifacts was recovemi@d & similar context. Though no domestic
architecture was detected in our excavation uthitspresence of this artifact assemblage strongly
suggests that such structures were located ne&®yn the area to the north, further excavatiotist
depth must be carried out in the vicinity of unitg and L-28 to fully gauge the exact nature of the
activity detected.

In unit L-28 the domestic assemblage halted abrapt75 cm below the modern ground
surface. At this level an extensive lens of andasust (figure 1.9) was uncovered signifying thkg
the units excavated to the north, the prescribed o$the area was changed during the transitidineto
Late Tiwanaku IV period and whatever occupants wexe present were moved out of the site core.



The presence of the andesite dust may indicatdlibatrea was used as a space for fine stone wgorkin
at this time. If this is the case, this contextldde interpreted as a final stopping point where
construction stones were given their exact shagesamoothed edge before being fitted into the nearby
monuments. A context containing human and aniroakb was excavated in L-7 above the possible
domestic context. In association with these remairt®llection of stones arranged in a haphazard
manner was excavated. It is unclear how this ursudext is associated with the events seen ii8 L-2
and elsewhere.

At some point a think layer of compact red claysyéaced directly above the andesite lens in
unit L-28, and upon this surface an outdoor plamhan adobe structure were built. The only remnant
of the structure was a 225cm by 70cm section adfaamt-west oriented adobe wall. To the north and
west of this wall were the remains of two gravelzals. A compact matrix and ubiquitous small
rounded pebbles characterized both of these sutféde believe that the two surfaces were actually
one larger plaza when in use and that they weee $#fparated by an intrusive conduit. It should be
noted that the northern section of this plaza veag poorly preserved. The plaza surface extending t
the west, however, was far more extensive andr@gfened. The compact and pebbly matrix of this
gravel plaza was reminiscent of the surfaces fonrtkde units L14, L23, and L24 that date to thesam
time period. Indeed, the plaza identified in U8 produced the same artifact assemblage as the
units to the north (including camelid remains arteéesive amounts of broken pottery), indicating
extensive food consumption had taken place hethick layer of green-gray ash was found to the
south of the east-west adobe wall. This area dexstified as the inside of the structure basedon i
position relative to the plaza. The copious amairsh seen in this context seems to indicatethieat
structure may have been partially destroyed by fieghaps intentionally. Couture and Sampeck
(2003:245) identify a similar phenomenon during Teanaku IV to V transition at the Putuni, where
the grass roofs of kitchen structures had apparentlapsed and been burned. The wall did not lzave
stone foundation, and it appears as though thetatmithat it once belonged to was raised durieg th
transition to Tiwanaku V (ca. A.D. 800 — 1150) takm way for a clay platform.

After the pebble plaza and adobe structure weseddned and destroyed, a massive clay
platform was constructed. This appears to hava beBwanaku V construction event and the
platform closely resembles the red clay platfornthef Putuni that has been dated to this time period
(Couture and Sampeck 2003:248). Cutting througtptatform was a north-south oriented
subterranean conduit of similar construction todhe located in L-24 in its form and construction
material (figure 1.10), though we do not believesfiresents a section of the same conduit. Theston
making up this conduit were reused blocks, inclgdinely cut andesite blocks and various partially
worked stones such as batons. Another gravel plasaconstructed upon the clay platform and above
the conduit. This plaza displayed a similar gravatrix to the earlier surface detected in this unit
except the later plaza was built upon a prepar@gmlatform. The conduit and plaza also appear to
have been Tiwanaku V constructions based on predingiceramic analysis. An extraordinarily high
density of ceramic sherds (many of which were fing/chromes) was recovered from the surface of
this plaza, which again mirrors the artifact assewgps seen in the plazas of units L14, L23, and L24

TheBig Picture

In our excavations to the west of the Akapana Pigame have seen every indication that over
the course Tiwanaku’s history the area in questias utilized in a strictly governed manner. One
must consider this area to be prime real estatemhs used to serve a variety of different funddion
effectively catering to the most important nee@ach subsequent epoch. During the Early Tiwanaku
IV period when the site was much smaller, the arepiestion was far enough away from the existent
temples (the Kalasasaya and the Semi-Subterrarerapl&) to be used to house the less elite members
of Tiwanaku’s population. This occupation appdarsave been on a lower level than the contexts
identified by Couture and Sampeck near where therfPwould later be built and certainly was less



austere than activities at the contemporaneousi Kiadga. To be blunt, during the early Tiwanaku 1V
period people needed a place to live and this eravthey lived.

As the site center expanded it became less aaddasible to have low-end domestic activity
take place so close to the site’s monuments atelrekidences. The wave of new construction taat h
emerged as the hallmark of the Early Tiwanaku I¥h® Late Tiwanaku IV transition appears to have
inspired the eviction of whoever was living to thest of what would later be the Akapana. The
former core residents most likely relocated toghmwing city that was beginning to surround the
center and the resulting free space was used fog pressing purposes. For a short time, it sesnfs a
parts of the area were used for fine stone workinghably related to the buildings that were being
erected around the time of the transition. Aftengahis area became open plaza space and seeved th
valuable and important function of holding peopkes the importance if the site grew, the
monumentality of the site increased, and the nurabpeople attending site functions no doubt
ballooned. These people desperately required @adad congregation for any number of purposes, as
can be seen at modern Tiwanaku in the events swuinog the Aymara New Year celebrations.

At some point a large stone structure was deemeekssary and was constructed. This
structure was then razed, probably around the tivaethe Putuni Complex (as we know it today) was
being constructed. Indeed, ruined as it may leesttucture identified by our excavations had many
Putuni-like qualities and it may be that the muatgér Putuni negated the need for this structure
leading to it being dismantled. The need for gkgl@zas, however, did not wane as the site entered
into its later phases and the construction of tiseperimposed plazas only ceased when the
sociopolitical structure of Tiwanaku began to crlendnd the site went into decline.

Thus an empty space on the social and politicg afa iwanaku’s monumental core has been
at least partially filled. That said, it is cleaat our excavations have but scratched the sudiade
further excavation, particularly of the very eastitayers, to the west of the Akapana Pyramid islgu
warranted. The area to the west of the Akapanapaef how the people of the past experienced
Tiwanaku and was clearly heavily used. We canegtrbto understand this site’s grandiose structures
if we do not understand the areas around them.
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